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At the beginning there is nothing, but…

One must begin somewhere!!

Many a namesake has already researched his Rönn’schen ancestry and found there a thing or two, but still  no family chronicle.  I [Gerhard von Rönn] too collected 20 years long what I could find about the Rönn’schen including the origin of the family name, and finally published [1993] my collection and other information in a comprehensive edition.

Furthermore it must be understood, that each interested person must himself or herself put together information about their nearest forefathers from official registers, and marriage and death certificates.  Only then can information about ones ancestry be found in this chronicle!

A direct documentation about the ancestry of these forefathers is mostly available only from the beginning of the 17th Century, because only since 1650 were church documents in the Elbe region archived.  Additionally, books and entries were periodically lost.  Therefore, if any family belongs to an ancient Rönne family tree, which does not appear in this chronicle, please inform me of this!

Our chronicle begins historically in the year 0, even if the family name can only first be documented in the 13th Century as an 


“ancient bremischer [Bremen region of Germany] knighted nobility” 

from the Weser marsh, respectively part of the then Archbishopric of Bremen and Verden, from which stemmed the barons, nobility and untitled [middle class] descendants. 

Well then…!
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about the pagan Old Saxony

until their Christian conversion

through  Karl the Great

and the bishops of Bremen and Verden

---a short retrospective glimpse----

CHRONICLE of “von Rönne” (those from the Runne)

traditions passed down about an ancient family from the Weser and Elbe marshes

Gerhard von Rönn 1993

A foreword by the translator, Chaplain, Colonel Lowell A. Ronne

 
As grandson of a German emigrant, I had a strong desire to know the who, what, where of my forefathers and the culture which surrounded them.   Born the year  my grandfather died in a “buggy accident”, I was not to learn of my paternal heritage.  Due to the international political, social and economic circumstances at the time, many Germany emigrants simply preferred to remain silent about their past.  After World War II, my yearning  for the details of my Ronne heritage persisted.    

Thanks to my sister-in-law Doris Ronne, and cousin Frances (Hammer) Dole who had researched so diligently many years, contact was made in 1983 with the von Ronne family in Germany.  It was a miracle. 


Doris, about to abandon her search, had decided once more to blanket north Germany with her inquiries.  A lady in the parish office of Neustadt, Schleswig-Holstein had received Doris’ letter.  The day after, she received a call from Hamburg seeking the same  information about grandfather Frederich Christopher Martin von Rönne.  The lady gave Marion Heesch Doris’ address, suggesting she might wish to contact Mrs. Ronne in Sacramento.  Thus we found a link  with those of  our German family.  Ensuing Cora and I made several visits to Europe to learn more.


In May 1984 Cora and I were able to visit with Marion and her daughter Irene, who with gracious hospitality showed us the home in Neustadt where grandfather was born and points of interest about his childhood.  On our visit to Osten, where grandfather’s forefathers originated, we learned also that some one  was writing a chronicle of the von Rönne family.


Gerhard von Rönn, author of this work, whom I have never personally met but consider very dear the fraternal  friendship which we have developed through E-mail, committed many years assembling data about the von Rönne family,  often reorganizing and correcting his findings.  For our extended Ronne family, I give him our heart-felt  gratitude for this scholarly link to our past.  His learned endeavor to preserve the data about our forefathers for future generations is certainly most commendable.


Having received a copy of the chronicle from cousin Marion,  I immediately endeavored to find someone who could and would translate for us.  But to no avail.  Nothing to do but use my minimal knowledge of the German language and translate.  With the help of Randy Ronne of Eugene Oregon, Gerhard and his son Jörg von Rönn, friends and my Langerscheidts Large School dictionaries, I have been able finally to put this cherished work into the English language.


In this endeavor, I considered the following guidelines:

Preserve the data assembled by the author as accurately and, as literally as possible, so the generations coming after us might know in certainty about their heritage.

In early times, dating of documents was often oriented around religious holidays.

Leave some writings in their original dialects to enrich the understanding of  our culture without compromising accuracy of details.

Spelling of names often followed the hearing of the writers.

Due to format differences between the German and the English (i.e. font size. margins, etc) there would, of necessity, be variations to permit the juxtaposing, page vis-à-vis page, from the German to the English text on a website, accommodating research by those who wish further information about their ancestry.

Documentation references should be sustained in their original form to facilitate further research.

To be open to correction and new findings.  As Gerhard has written, I too say, “Certainly will failure slip in under me also, but today’s material is voluminous and through this “work up” is easier to survey.  The next Chronicler will, for sure, yet do better”.

            Once more, I personally want to thank Herr Gerhard for committing so many years of research to learn of  his forefathers; who as we have discovered, are the same as mine.   His findings have greatly satisfied my yearning to know about  my “Urheimat”, the original homeland of my ancestral fathers.  (See page VR 070)

Lowell A. Ronne

Chaplain, Colonel, USAF, Retired 
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The new time calculation, whereby years until the present day, are counted beginning with the birth of Christ, shall also be valid for this chronicle.  Although we know today that the Roman Abbot Dionysius Exeguus first adjusted the calendar of the Roman Empire, and thereby the calendar of the surrounding lands and future generations, around the year 525 after Christ’s birth, we should, as much as possible, think of the world of our ancestors in terms of Anno Domini (The Year of the Lord).

The great people of Old Saxony!

There was a sovereign prince Arminius, called Herman in the vernacular, who with his brave men defeated the Roman 17th, 18th and 19th legions under their field commander Varus at the Teuteburger Forest in the year 9, such that the Roman military monarchy could not overcome their losses in order to expand into the north.

But Tiberius Claudius Nero, since 14 A. D. the new emperor of Rome, wanted revenge and sent Drusus with a large army northwards in order to “extinguish this humiliation and drive a great fear into the barbarians”.
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Well then!  The Romans were, through craft and treason, able to capture  Herman’s wife Thusnelda and his son.  They were even able to defeat Herman’s commander at the river Weser, but on their return voyage the Roman Army was caught in a large storm and became lost.  Thus the lands north of Limes [lines Romanus marking the northernmost migration of the Roman Empire] were  free of the occupying legions!  As a result, our ancestors (Franks, Alemannen, Thüringers, Saxons, etc.) remained under themselves and did not have to learn “Latin”, but left little written documentation behind, as the sparing information  from this period attests.
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The Roman consul and historian Tacitus in 98/99 dubbed the people who lived between the Weser and Elbe rivers “Chauken”.  In his treatise “De origine et situ Germanorum”, he describes them as “noble and peace loving people”.  Roman traders traveled to this land during peaceful times and traded their goods for native products.

Then came the time of the migration [“Voelkerwanderung”] between the 4th and 6th Centuries.  The Langobards, of Germanic origin, left the region heading south.  In the Niederelbegebiet [lower Elbe region] live above the Elbe river the Saxons (sahsnsotas=Schwertleute) [literally, people of the sword], who must have been also brave seamen, then together with the more northern Anglos and Jutes [Jutland] they traveled to Britain to establish the Anglosaxon Empire.

The local Chauken and Saxons had become crossbred.  But how did they live back then?  Cemetery researchers have discovered that during the first centuries, Chauken, respectively Saxons, raised almost hornless cattle, sheep, goats, pigs, dogs and very small horses.  One lived, therefore, from agriculture and livestock, and laid trust in (aside from the power of their gods), the power of the clan princes (nobility).


Based on today’s measurement of the meter, Germanic people were about 160 centimeters tall; still several centimeters taller than Romans or other people from the south.  The Old Saxons did not have a religious office [i.e. such as the Holy Roman Empire].  Sacrificial and cultural matters were determined by the clan leaders or clan relationships.  The “gods” were brought human and animal sacrifices.  Myths and folk tales tell us about these gods or our pagan ancestors.
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Above all one should mention the one-eyed, full bearded Odin, who was also known as Wodan.  Crowned in the heroic paradise as the “Lord of the Hunt”, he stood at the forefront of the Germanic world of the gods.  As the god of battle, he rode on his eight-legged steed Sleipnir, accompanied by the wolves of Geri and Freki and the ravens Hugin and Munin. His “Valkyries” gathered the fallen warriors from the battle field and brought them to “Valhalla”in the heroes of paradise. Odin received sacrifices and his wife Frigg served as the goddess of marriage and the mother of all earthly fertility. His son Baldrs (Baldur), who according to the “Edda”[doctrine] of the gods was the “handsome, brave darling”, was killed by his blind brother Hoedr (Hoedur) with the bough of a mistletoe and was burned together with his wife Nanna on the ship Hringhorni. Loki is supposed to have been the instigator of this murder. 

 Loki’s daughter Hel, the goddess of the underworld, wanted Baldur out of her world, because all beings mourned for him.  Loki refused this.  He was connected with fire and was considered as the intriguer (schemer, villain) of the gods.  Likewise he was absorbed into Norse mythology.

One of the most important gods was Thor (Donar), son of Odin and Jörd, the mother earth.  Thor was the god of weather and thunder, whose attribute was a hammer.  Responsible for the fertility of creatures and the earth he was brought animal sacrifices.  Saxnot, the god of war Ziu and the goddess of spring Ostara were also known to the Old Saxons.

In Norse mythology, the world ash-tree Yggdrasil is discussed, a holy tree at the center point of the earth, under whose roots lay the worlds of humans, light and monsters.  The world view of the Old Saxons consisted of three underworld, three earthly, and three other worldly [literally above the earth] regions.  The three goddesses of fate that dwell at the foot of the world ash-tree are Urd (the past), Werrdandi (the present) and Skuld (the future).

The legendary world ash tree Irminsil, most likely the God Irmin, who was a consecrated “Triumphant Column”, located by the Cresburg, a border fortification on the upper Diemel in the Saxon-Hesse area.  The Diemel flows into the Weser River near Karlshaven.
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Free Saxons discussed in public assemblies the “thing square”; i.e. How was the hierarchy to be?  A king they had not!  Because of this, in war times, they elected an area prince, a duke, from their own ranks!  His lineage [family stem] was traced back to elderly nobility from godly forefathers.

“Free men” (Frilinge) composed the mass of the common people, “Half free”(Liten) remained submissive according to their own free will for future military service.  They had, however, no “right to vote”.  “Unfree men” were, on the other hand, without rights, and were unqualified for military service.  They were as prisoners of war, forcefully subjugated.

In those days, three farm economies were pervasive (summer seeding, winter sowing and fallow land).  Meadows, woods and fallow land were common property of the clans.  Out of these tribes emerged communities with internal administration of justice.

In the north, there were stone houses,  much later than in southern Europe.  The Saxon house had walls with wickerwork and clay, as well as straw; i.e. reed roofs.  Often inside was a single room with a fireplace in the center.  At night, the window openings were closed off by drapes and wood.  Torches and vessels of oil or wax, next to them a light cleaner, served for illumination.

*     *     *     *     *

The Franken King Carolus Magnus, not only enlightened our historical story by leaving behind the works of chroniclers, but he also brought to the Saxons Christianity, with use of persuasion from many Frankish swordsmen.
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In some approximately 20 campaigns, during the years 772-804, were the heathen Saxons (Westfalen, Engern, Eastfalen, etc.) taken into (converted) into Christianity  and they must now, in the same way as their duke Widerkind, wear the baptismal dress shirt. Straightway, at the beginning of his rule Karl had “the Irminsil” near Cresburg cut down in order  to prove to their ancestors the impotency  of their god. 

 Heathen customs, above all that of human sacrifice, was punishable by death.

Now held forth the Franken order of government.  In Osnabruck (783), Minden (786) and Bremen (795) were bishoprics established in order to secure Christianity.

Defeated tribal leaders swore a fidelity oath to Karl the Great, and thereby became subject to military servitude and tax contributions.  A tenth of the harvest and of cattle were now an annual tax to be surrendered.  Commissioners on horseback carried out Karl’s orders.

Men of military obligation had to appear in spring at the “Mayfield” in the prescribed number with arms and provisions for six months.  According to the “Saxon Spiegel (mirror), later conscription tours were for six weeks.  In addition, beyond that a vassal should be excused,  6 months before and  6 months after, to enjoy the rich man’s (empire’s) peace.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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Karl’s Franks should have located, around 800, not far from the “Runenborge” (Ronneberg) at today’s Frankenberg near Sinstorb.  However, on the Kattenberg by Fliestadt, waited Saxon warriors from the tribe of Katten, who rejected being converted to Christianity.  The survivors later had to don the sack cloth baptismal shirt.

When 200 years later, the place of battle Sinnisdorf, according to a document of 1004 for Chirchot, the Ronneberg already was named an “old village”.

More about this in the last chapter of this chronicle.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

In the summer of 804 Kaiser Karl resided at Hollenstadt, named by his chroniclers Holdernstedi and Oldonstodi.  He awaited the Danish King Gottrick, who, however, came not, preferring to stay in Haitabu.  The Saxons were finally conquered and, now, Karl deported many families, who had warred against him, into southern areas.  Also he accepted here the Obotritten Thrasko and made him king of the lands east of the Elbe River.

But nothing is of durability, as is read in the history books.

Year 810 was historically a bad year for Karl.  King Gottrick (Bodfried) was, with his Norsemen, on a few hundred ships, sunk.  His beloved elephant (a gift from Harunal Raschid) died or perished.  His son Pippin died in Italy. King Thraskao was murdered and Wilzen conquered Hohbeck-Fortress on the northeast border.

Karl the Great (Charlemagne) himself, an out of the ordinary giant, fell from his horse, what merited to be a bad omen.  None the less, he planned further military expansion of the north border of his Frankish realm, up to the Eider;  which did not succeed for he died in 814 A. D.

Immediately after his death, his son Ludwig the Pious was able to take up this plan again.  Ludwig decided on an Imperial Diet, establishing his government at Diedenhofen on the Mosel River.  The monk Ansgar, out of the monastery Corvey, was named “the apostle of the north”.  Ludwig appointed this industrious evangelist of Christianity, in 834, to be bishop north of the Elbe, with residence and headquarters in Hamburg.

In the year 845, the Vikings destroyed Hannaburg (Hamburg).  Bishop Ansgar naturally installed himself on the Bremen Bishop’s chair.  In the year 904, the Vikings, in their sea-worthy boats, without announcement visited Stade at the mouth of the Schwinge.  They dwelled fearfully.  A few counts, who with their people put up resistance, were defeated and taken into captivity.  Much ransom money was demanded.  Since the Harsefelder Count Siegfried from the ship had escaped while in port, the Vikings mutilated other prisoners by cutting off ears and hands and threw them out of the boats.  Yet before the Vikings had reached the North Sea again, as was said, a terrible revenge had been wrought upon them.
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The Bremen Knight’s chronicler and vice Chancellor Luneburg Mustard wrote, in 1708, that “the first Saxon  Kaiser Henricus Auceps in time also again did not accept humiliation by Huns, who also devastated the German Land, especially his own Saxonland, which had little respect with the former Frankish Kaiser anyway; but he drove out such evil guests as the Huns who also had devastated this land and burned Bremen to the ground with great ferocity, and fortified as best he could the Saxonland against any similar attacks.

Therefore he built the first secure cities in these lands  of Saxony.  Secured on sited places strong villages.  Manned them with a certain number of village men of the knighthood, who in case of emergency would mount up and with their stable boy farm hands such fortress to defend.  With this, not wishing to have a shortage of weapons and honed skills, launched annual tournaments exercised in such a manner to prove to warlike nations that he was constantly prepared to meet all enemies with a well equipped army, ready to head them off.

From that time on the knights would be well known because they carried the sword to lead or to guide in the service of the Fatherland and of their religion; i.e. militia, armed men, officials, families, knights, shield bearers, service men, pages, and village men.

Indeed, they began to flourish in this land in such a manner that they were not only in the highest positions arch-abbots and abbots, or in secular positions as land marshals, etc., etc. in the administration for archbishops and bishops; especially it was not even rare that they themselves would fill chairs occupied by archbishops and bishops.

This highly honored knighthood in foreign wars and crusades, since ancient times, was famous and well known, in the number of expeditions (crusades) to retake the Holy Land and Jerusalem; and the pilgrimages into Liefland, the unbelieving infidels to convert.

What concerned the military expeditions (crusades) into Palestine, one can read in the chronicle of General Baron de Bederkesa of how the Barons von Bederkesa, together with the Knights of the Bishopric Bremen, also the Counts of Oldenburg and Stotle, in the year 1111 with what satisfaction they contributed to the conquest of the Holy Land.  Likewise, have the knights of this archbishopric, in ensuing times, especially under Archbishop Hartico, been allowed to feel the satisfaction of making a distressing boat voyage, around the year of Christ 1197 to prove their unvarying zeal in bringing the Christian religion again to their seat.

Beyond this is the Fieflandish nation, essentially from the archbishopric of Bremen, elevated and brought to Christianity, and received their first archbishop, as well as this knighthood out of arch-episcopacy, as also from neighboring Westphalia.

Finally, had I, in implementation of my work, early considered intently that/…Lands as especially Wursten/Hadeln/ and Kehdinger etc, had a few or in part absolutely no knighthood as here in the archbishopric and that as a result, the land Kehdinger, first after it had been captured from the Archbishop Giselberto around the year of Christ 1300 through the stratagem of the knights, was frequently occupied of these lands and neighboring nobility.

In the remaining validations herewith to the resolution, my pure intention in this, my work, is solely, next to giving all honor to God, on the commentary of the history of my fatherland, to commend the nobility of these Dukedoms Bremen and Verden; whereby I have everything herein contributed to the best of my knowledge.   Should there be a mistake here and there come forth, will the well-disposed reader be considerate of the human imperfection….^^

Not without cause (falsely) did knighthood chronicler Luneberg Mushard, at the onset, say

Die Ritter von Runne

Zum “bremenishen Adel.

(i.e. The Knight von Runne to the Bremen nobility)

The first bearers of the name lived in the area of the archbishopric of Bremen and Verden in the marshland of the Weser River, west of Nienberg, where there existed a residence Runne, where there were also Ronnen and Rönnen, as one tidal inlet water course was named, wherewith could the origin of the name be explained; however, not for certain.  One may assume that’s the Runne-knight came out of the Weser marshes  and the Osten River (stream) “Rönne” gave the name.  Not the reverse!  Since when was Rönne River named is not certain.  On both sides laid “Rönne” landed estates.

Our Rönne-knights, who from 1450 at Osten, sat as judges, occupying themselves mostly with lower court matters such as taxes, road and dike work, mediating civil matters, etc.  The king was always the highest judicial authority, respectively the bishops as his agents.


As already at the beginning mentioned, the German tribes and our ancient Saxons governed themselves, settling disputes, for the most part, within the clan.  During the Frankish era, county courts and judges administered justice and soon law books were established for north Germany.

FROM THE SAXON SPIEGEL
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The “Saxon Mirror”, a work out of the first third of the 13th Century, should after the intent of their writers of the noble free Knight Eike von Repgow describe the real clan interests

“Spegel der Sassen”

 “Scal di buk sin genant, went Sassen recht is hir an bekannt, alse an eneme spegele de vrower er antlite scowen”;

as said in his rhyming discourse, “In a land and other rights settlements, are in the first lines" pointed out customs which governed daily legitimate living.

Eike von Repgow, born between 1180 and 1190, wrote the “Saxon Mirror”, first in the Latin and later in the low Germanic language.  The law book found a wide circulation, translated into several languages.

Even until  World War II, there existed approximately 200 hand-written “Mirrors”.  Among them, around 1330, the “Heidelberg Pictorial” was allowed to be published.  The textual illustration are so laid out that those unable to read had help in memorizing the explanations of justice.


Note: Displayed above is a page out of the “Heidelberg Bildershandschrift”. It begins:

{3 Des riches echtern vu voruesten laten en darf nimaat antwerte illn deme gerichte, da si voruest sin.  Ein voruest man muz sich wol uzszien in allen steten in deme gerichte, da he inne voruest is.  Czu glicher wis.  Alse man di clage irhebe mujz allen steten, alse mux ouch ein man sich vol vz czien in all steten.  Burgen sal he ab secx,  dax he vor kynie, es hat hes burgen nicht, d’richter sal in halden, bix he rechtes gephlege.  Swer so vor gerichte saget, he habe sich ux d’voruestunge geczogen, vn volkvmt hes niht mit deme gerichte ad’mit deme vronenebote an des richters stat va mit czwe manne, d’cleger en darf keine voruestunge me vu in geczugen. ….


Following yet now, the names of the “Landlords” of the Rönnes, the Bremen archbishops, to evidence also the fame of our forefathers.

THE ARCHBISHOPRIC BREMEN

From 780 to 1648
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Karl the Great (Charlemagne) expanded, in rapid succession, his sphere of influence and brought the Saxon people south of the Elbe River to the Christian doctrine.  During 32 blood-stained years (772-804), the Saxon clans were compelled to separate from Walhalla and their gods.  With the Franken warriors came missionaries and preachers into Saxony and erected baptismal chapels everywhere.

In 780, Karl gave the Anglo-Saxon priest Willehad the Wigmodigau as a missionary area with seat in Bremen.  At Worms, Willehad, only promoted to bishop in 787,  dedicated on the dunes of the Weser River a wooden church in 789.  He died yet the same year.  His successor Willerick (805-838) carried on the missionary work.  Leuderlich (839-847) was the last “bishop”.  Through Ansgar, became Bremen with Hamburg a “joint bishopric”. 

In 834, Kaiser Ludwig appointed the monk Ansgar to the jurisdiction at Diedenhofen to be “Bishop north of the Elbe” and persuaded an old Saxon minstrel to translate the “Holy Writings” into a Saxon poetic language in order to make Christianity more easily absorbed by the Saxons.  The minstrel related even the concept of heathen mythology.

As the Vikings in 845 attacked Hamburg, Ansgar fled through Harburg to Ramelsloh, where a pious lady took him and gave him a piece of land for the building of a cloister.  In 847, the bishop’s seat in Bremen became vacated.  Ansgar made himself on the way and assumed also the Bishop’s seat at Bremen.  His pupil Rimbertus, “meek as Moses and benevolent as an Apostle”, so it was said, followed him from 865-888.  After that, Adalgar had (888-906) “prosperous years because the powerful King Arnulf reigned” and Hoge received, in 915, “Invasion” from the Huns.  From 916-917, Reginward resided as archbishop.
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After King Arnulf, King Konrad reigned and the Saxon King Heinrich, who built villages and established cities, defeated the Huns and expanded the borders to Osten.  King Heinrich also introduced army competitions and tournaments for knights.

In the year 937, Kaiser Otto II appointed his chancellor Adaldag successor of the busy Unni (917-936), who again had taken up the “Mission of the North”.

Adaldag ruled from 973-988.  During the time of Libertius I 934, the Norse attacked at Stade.  Then followed Unnwannus (1013-1029), Libertius II (1029-1032) and Herman (1032-1035).

Archbishop Bezelin Allebrand, who now resided at Hamburg, a serious and vigorous man, received in 1036 of Kaier Konrad II the special right of

“Jurisdiction, Customs, Coinage, and further Privileges”

Bezelin used this kaiser granted license to place in Stade a trading center and raised there custom money from supplied wares.
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From 1043-1072, reigned Adalbert of the House of Wettin.  This man, who illustrated well the bremerish high dignity of the church, was a supporting adherent and advisor of Kaiser Heinrich III and IV.  He made Bremen “renowned like Rome and a meeting place of the northerns”, wrote Adam of Bremen, his contemporary biographer.  Out of stones from the destroyed city wall, Adalbert built a new cathedral.  In 1063, he received from Kaiser Heinrich IV the rights in all of Wigmodien, as also the large estate of Lesum, as well as numerous lowlands at the Weser, Ochtum and Haute, which later became marshland.  The destiny of Heinrich IV, he had accounted for.

The next archbishop Limar, in the winter of 1077, accompanied Kaiser Heinrich IV on a historic “penitent pilgrimage” over the Alps to the village Camossa, where the Pope finally loosed him from the “Bann”.  Humbert was archbishop only from 1101-1104.

Archbishop Friedlich, in 1106, concluded an agreement with five adventurous Dutchmen, of the diocese Utrecht, to bring settlers into the Weser River marshlands, who should put dikes in place, as were customary in their homeland.  With this began a great cultivation and colonization of the stream marshes on the Weser and the Elbe.

The Archbishop Adabero (1123-1148) and Hartwig I (1148-1168) continued this work.  Around 1140, some began the colonization under the direction of the Hollanders at the lower side of the Elbe by Stade; i.e. around 1143 by Chitgeriscoph (today’s Hollern) and around 1148 by Lu (today’s Steinkirchen).  There was inferior land and useless bogs offered for colonization.  These new settlers remained free people according to the “Hollander jurisdiction” and paid the 1/11th income tax, as in Holland, instead of the usual 1/10th.

The next Bremen archbishop Friedrich died in 1184.  His successor Hartwig II was a friend to the Welch and for that reason he was expelled like Duke Henry the Lion 1190 by Barbarossa’s son, King Heinrich VI; and should his nephew Albert, in 1199, as bishop of the missionary archbishopric, have appointed.  Albert, in 1200, led a host of pilgrims on 23 ships to Livland.   Then Hartwig followed Gerhard I as archbishop at the Bremen seat.

From 1217 came Gerhard II, into the power struggle.  The Stedingers resisted, wherefore one accused them of “outrageous sins”.  In 1234, the Kaiser and a crusader army were engaged to “beat and bring to their senses” and brought to judgment the Stedingers by Altenesch.

About this time; i.e. from 1205 until 1231, the bishop of Verden was named Yso von Woelpe!!

In 1257 the archbishop of Bremen, Gerhard II and the Duke of Braunschweig, exchanged the castle “Langwedel”, near Verdeb for the “Horecastle” at Harburg on the Elbe for the “sake of peace”.  But when was there ever peace?
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From 1259 to 1273 was Hildebold archbishop and had “diverse aggravations” with the freedom-loving Kehdingers.  The successor Giselbert subjected the Kehdingers in 1275, and once more in 1300, by means of cunning deception, using a “Tournament of Bremen knights”, staged at a place called Stade, as a punitive expedition against the Kehdingers.  In 1306, the Kehdingers rebelled again, in spite of armed assistance from across the Elbe.  They were defeated and had to flee.  And so, as commonly done, did the invading conquerors devastate the land by both “fire and sword”.

Then ruling once again as archbishop and in the jurisdiction as follows:

1327 – 1344  
Burchard II, Grelle

1344 – 1348  
Otto I, Count von Oldenburg

1348 – 1359  
Gottfried, Count von  Arensburg

1359 – 1395  
Albrecht II, Duke von Braunschweig-Lüneburg

1395 – 1406  
Otto II, Duke von Braunschweig-Lüneburg

1406 – 1421  
Johann II. Slamstorf

1422 – 1435  
Nicolaus, Count von Delmenhorst

1435 – 1442  
Balduin II, von Wenden

Otto II, it was, who in 1396 permitted the destruction of the village Osterhagen,

because the archbishops there were a “thorn in the eye”.  The knights of Ostenhagen were entitled to 1/10th in the 13th Century and, apparently, had diverted more into their own pockets than permitted.  Were they perhaps, robbers?  Now they were “decayed and corrupt” and, those yet living, rode to “Ostland” (Baltic) where the name again emerged.

After Archbishop Baldwin came Gerhard III, a duke of the house of Hoya, from 1442-1445, until his death.  Gerhard in the year 1450 vested his vassal

Diederick van deme Runne,

as knight and shield with the jurisdiction of  the church parish of Osten.  This inherited office descended, in succession, respectively to the oldest sons and heirs of this family and remained family owned for 200 years.

Heinrich II, Count of Schwarzburg, held the archbishopric seat at Bremen from 1463 to 1496.  To him, followed, from 1497 to 1511, Johannes III Rode, aforementioned on page 445 of the “Mushard”.

[image: image14.png]‘Ealje wechler;\ r\'@/}/mﬁi
._(;‘Evarsdurl Oederquarﬁ%/l/;”/ Hol-
% Hamz]mﬁrgéq/{//: stein

,;!




Archbishop Christoph, Duke of Braunschweig-Lüneburg must during his reign (1511-1558) experience, that he from  his “own Bremers” turned in 1522 to the new teaching of Dr. Martin Luther, which was preached here by the Augustinian monk Heinrich von Zutphen.  Christoph and those archbishoprics, left abandoned since the time and administered by the Princely office at Vorde, united.

In the Registers of the archbishops of Bremen “are further named”:

1558 – 1566 
Georg., Duke of Braunschweig-Lüneburg

1567 – 1585 
Heinrich III, Duke of Sachsen-Lauenburg

1585 – 1596 
Johann Adolf, Duke of Hostein-Gottorf

1596 – 1634 
Johann Friedrich, Duke of Hostein-Gottorf

The Archbishop Johann Friedrich died in 1634 in the “old monastery” at Buxtahude (old cloister).  The titling, respectively,  addressing the next to last sovereign is read approximately:

“To the most worthy, enlightened and high born Prince and Lord, Lord Johann Friedrich, chosen and postulated archbishop and bishop of the jurisdiction Bremen and Lübeck, heirs in Norway, Duke to Schleswig-Holstein…”

In 1637, the Bremers, yet one last time, paid homage to the last Bremish archbishop, the prince, Prince Friedrich of Denmark, who…”aspired to supremacy and proved himself more and more distinctly as enemy of the city of ‘Bremen’” whose citizens now however are governed by a freely elected council.  The Archbishop Friedrich reigned officially from 1634 until the Peace of Osnabruck.

After the terminations of the battles of these long years of war (1618-1648), the bishopric fell by a fluke to the Swedish kingdom.  The first duke of today’s Dukedom of Bremen became the Swedish King Carl XI Gustav. Philipp Christopher Count  Königsmarck, who had conquered the lands became “Royal Governor” and around 1648, replaced the Ostinger

Judge Johann von Rönne

through Johann Friedrich of Arenfen, who was also at the same time Prefect of Oldenhof.

The Swedish domination lasted from 1648-1712, interrupted by several invasions by the Danes.

Count Otto von Rönne

sat in 1657 in Freiberg for north Kehdinger and Count Sturke officiated in Butzfleth for the south Kehdingers.  They, both, together with their documents, were kidnapped by the Danes and carried off to Glüchstadt.  The Judge Johann von Rönne, reinstated by the Danes, had to flee to Glückstadt with them.

Then the Swedish General Wrangel captured the lands back.  In 1659, he burned Stade under.  In the year 1675 the Danes stood again in Kehdinger, the men of Munster were in Himmelpforten, Celle troops were in Altenland.  War needs, money needs, hunger needs, death needs for the entire population ensued.  In Germany, 3/4th of the men died since the onset of the war in the year 1618!!

In the year 1676 was Stade and fortress Stade finally besieged by 20,000 men.  The Swedish General Horn must give himself up.  Until 1680, the “Reich’s” troops remained in power; then the Swedes again took over the government.

However, the Danes now once again occupied from 1712 to 1715 the former bishopric; now  Dukedom Bremen.  The taxes remained high and, mostly with severity, collected.  By  the populace, it was said, “Trust, look for, who; but no Swede or Dane”.

In 1715 Denmark found itself ready to sell the pillaged land to the Hannover princes.  Hannover electors took the land in ownership.  The Swedes must in 1719 renounce their claim and the land was with Hannover united.

As a result, in the years 1715-1866, the lower Elbe area belonged to Hannover.  In 1801, for the first time came Prussian soldiers into the land.  In 1803, came Napoleon’s French army.  After that the land remained constantly with the Prussians and the German kaiser (from 1871).

*
*
*
*
*

ABOUT THE POWER OF WATER

Year 1412, on Cecilian Evening, is here to the land come an unusual flood, arising as a result of the great gales coming into the old land, and in other lands, over and under the surrounding marshes; and 30,000 people perished.

Year 1435, the Elbe overflowed causing the neighborhood to suffer much loss.

Year 1445, the Elbe moved itself so strongly, and the powerful storms rising high, not a few locales were inundated.

Year 1470, in the Holy Three Kings Night, the Elbe River moved by a strong wind from the sea, caused a loss of people and cattle almost greater than the damage on Cecilian Evening.

At that time, quite often, there were rainy years with crop failures, sickness epidemics, cattle plagues, or, also, overflowing by the storm floods.  Against rain, pest and cholera was one rather powerless; dikes were built to withstand flooding.

Because of the foregoing there was a strict dike authority

The supervisors and inspectors of the dike system were the dike counts.  The basic foundation, of all dike regulations, rested on the sentence:  No land without dike; no dike without land!

Whoever, on his piece of land, did not adhere strictly to the dike laws forfeited his land without mercy.  Should an owner repeatedly be unable to pay the high cost of dike repairs, he must stick his spade into harassed ground piece and announce this to the dike counts or dike judges, who now took over the dike obligation, and became owner of the ground piece.

There was severe punishment for damage to dike reinforcements, as trees, etc.  Hands were cut off.  Who kept his dike in bad condition, resulting in spoilage of the land which was invaded or broken into, was (1424) buried alive with the wood and stones of his house therein.  And who mischievously and maliciously damaged the dike was, without mercy, burned to death.

Still in the dike laws for the Dukedom Bremen, in 1743, similar punishment appeared.  In the dike laws, it was said, that dike counts and dike jurists urgently wanted the damage to stop and used severe punishment to restrain the damages to the dikes and dike work, “as hereby, one especially on the righteous and sin punishing hand to look back, not led to curse, swear unfortunately or blaspheme”.

It is true, since Archbishop Friedrich’s time, officially since 1106, Hollandish dike and draining specialists were in the lands; but the dikes were often only so high that one could yet, still look over.  So there was again and again floods and dike breaks with great damage to the coastal and marshland properties.
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Here should only a few yearly count of storm flood which to the North Sea, Elbe, Weser and east dike damage be named.

1020-1164-1228-1277-1362-1391-

1412-1435-1445-1470-

1521-1537-1539-1566-1570-1571-1584-

1620-1625-1634-1648-1651-1654-1655-1659-

1660-1661-1664-1667-1671-1685-1686-

1717-1720-1721-1726-1736-1751-1756-1791/92-

1824-1825-1874-

1936-1954-1962-1976----

After the really difficult 17th Century, with the many atrocities of the 30 Years War, the invasions of the Danes and the Munsters, with decade long wars—and after the burdens of war, the contributory reparations, the many floods, crop failures and other times of emergency, life behind our dikes became little by little somewhat more secure.  However, in the 20th Century, the longest and much higher dike layouts not always withstood the water masses, as one unfortunately had to discover.

The first pages of this chronicle, none the less, should somewhat enlighten only the essence in the living surroundings of our forefathers, because, not on each bookshelf stand the corresponding book, ready and handy for instruction.

And now we proceed intensively to our forefather’s names!!
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Since when is there our family name?

Clans and surnames, there was already in Germanic (Teutonic), registered approximately since the 12th Century; first since the ascent of cities in Germany.  At first in documents; later in church books and official registry are the names.  However, many of the names, viewed in today’s retrospect, are hardly recognizable.  One wrote mostly according to learning and dialect!

The name researchers distinguished family names according to motives for appellation (for naming).

1.
FORENAMES, 

as Adams, Friedrich/s/en, Hinrichs/sen, Johannsen, Jungclaus, Otto, Peter/s/sen etc.

2
DESCENT, PLACE, FAMILY STEM 

as Franke, Freese, Sachs, Westphal, Bremer, Ronneburger, Berliner Buchholz, etc.

3.
PLACE OF RESIDENCE, characterization 

as on the Heidi, Mountain, in the Field, of Holt, of the Osten, Meyerhoff, Mühlhaus, etc.

4.
BUSINESS, SOCIAL RANK OR STATION 

as brewer, cup maker, master miller, master blacksmith…tailor…mayor…shoemaker, etc.

5.
ATTRIBUTES, CHARACTERISTICS  

as large, small, bald, champion, fast, head, squatty, white, red, black, fat, etc.

Dialects had a special influence on names as well as changes in the course of 100 year

(old high German, middle high German, new high German, etc.)

Many people could or did not want to write, for them, at that time, there were finally special writers; i.e. scribes, who were, however, to that time forced to manage without proper copy books (dictionaries).  The letter of Christian Wilhelm von Rönne, in the year 1766, is very interesting because of the grammar.  In addition he underscribed “CWvRönn”; as a result, without “e” as with “Rönne”.

In the Origin of Marriage Contracts, in 1641, the bridegroom even signed “Gertt vom Rhöm”; while the scribe titled him “Gerdt vom Rönne”—See “This & That!!!”

Likewise the forenames changed or were by each interpreted differently; also, if this chronicle, due to research, a better perspective were made, for a forename, each must choose. So are…..Detler=Detlef=Detleff, even 3 persons…as Burchard, Bochardt, Borchert…Gordt, Gerdt, Gertt, Gerd, Gert, Gerhard…Henrik, Hinrik, Henrich, Heirnrich…Harm, Hermann…Cunrad, Konrad, Cordt, Cord, Kurt…Frederike, Friedrich, Fritz…Clawes, Klaus, Nikolaus, Niklas…Dirich, Diderich, Dietrich, Dierck, Dieter, Olerk…

Alheit, Adelheid…Becke, Beke, Rebeccas…Godele, Gole, Gesche…Flsabe, Flse…Trina, Catharina, Catrine, Artin, Katrin,..Lena, Magdalena…Mette, Meta, Margaretha, Margret, Grete….

The new high German in the 16th Century, after the Reformation, attained customary usage since the Johannes Gutenburg and his successors, since 1450, permitted books, etc., and now also the new Luther’s Bible, to be printed.

Now there are, for us, (the extended von Rönne family) rewards of reading and writing to acquire.
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